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Three Little Words: A Memoir Paperback by Ashley Rhodes-Courter - An inspiring true story of the
tumultuous nine years Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent in the foster care system, and how she triumphed over
painful memories and real-life horrors to ultimately find her own voice. "Sunshine, you're my baby and I'm your
only mother. You must mind the one taking care of you, but she's not your mama." Ashley Rhodes-Courter spent
nine years of her life in fourteen different foster homes, living by those words. As her mother spirals out of control,
Ashley is left clinging to an unpredictable, dissolving relationship, all the while getting pulled deeper and deeper
into the foster care system. Painful memories of being taken away from her home quickly become consumed by
real-life horrors, where Ashley is juggled between caseworkers, shuffled from school to school, and forced to
endure manipulative, humiliating treatment from a very abusive foster family. In this inspiring, unforgettable
memoir, Ashley finds the courage to succeed - and in doing so, discovers the power of her own voice. -- summer
pick by Cynthia Osborne, Director
Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman - In the international bestseller, Thinking, Fast and Slow, Daniel
Kahneman, the renowned psychologist and winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics, takes us on a
groundbreaking tour of the mind and explains the two systems that drive the way we think. System 1 is fast,
intuitive, and emotional; System 2 is slower, more deliberative, and more logical. The impact of overconfidence on
corporate strategies, the difficulties of predicting what will make us happy in the future, the profound effect of
cognitive biases on everything from playing the stock market to planning our next vacation—each of these can be
understood only by knowing how the two systems shape our judgments and decisions. --summer pick by Daniel
Tihanyi, Research Associate
Beyond the Homestretch: What Saving Racehorses Taught Me About Starting Over, Facing Fear, and
Finding My Inner Cowgirl by Lynn Reardon - After learning to ride horses as an adult, Lynn Reardon quit her
office job in Washington DC and moved to rural Texas to open the racehorse adoption ranch LOPE (LoneStar
Outreach to Place Ex-Racers). Since then, LOPE has helped transition more than 750 thoroughbreds into new
homes. In this riveting account, Reardon encounters dozens of unruly racehorses, all with special needs, unusual
histories, and distinct personalities. She takes readers for a thrilling ride through the horse-racing world filled with
offbeat horse people, colorful Texas culture clashes, veterinary melodramas, and surprising life lessons. Reardon
may have saved these horses’ lives, but they saved hers as well. --summer pick by Kristyne Blackburn, Finance,
Grants, and HR Director
The Undeserving Poor: America's Enduring Confrontation with Poverty by Michael B. Katz - First published
in 1989, The Undeserving Poor was a critically acclaimed and enormously influential account of America's
enduring debate about poverty. Taking stock of the last quarter century, Michael B. Katz's new edition of this
classic is virtually a new book. Katz highlights how throughout American history, the poor have been regarded as
undeserving: people who do not deserve sympathy because they brought their poverty on themselves, either
through laziness and immorality, or because they are culturally or mentally deficient. This long-dominant view
sees poverty as a personal failure, serving to justify America's mean-spirited treatment of the poor. Katz reminds
us, however, that there are other explanations of poverty besides personal failure. Poverty has been written about
as a problem of place, of resources, of political economy, of power, and of market failure. Katz looks at each idea
in turn, showing how they suggest more effective approaches to our struggle against poverty. -- summer pick by
Andrea Michelsen, Research Associate
The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America by Richard
Rothstein - In this groundbreaking history of the modern American metropolis, Richard Rothstein, a leading
authority on housing policy, explodes the myth that America’s cities came to be racially divided through de
facto segregation―that is, through individual prejudices, income differences, or the actions of private institutions
like banks and real estate agencies. Rather, The Color of Law incontrovertibly makes clear that it was de
jure segregation―the laws and policy decisions passed by local, state, and federal governments―that actually
promoted the discriminatory patterns that continue to this day. Through extraordinary revelations and extensive
research that Ta-Nehisi Coates has lauded as "brilliant" (The Atlantic), Rothstein comes to chronicle nothing less
than an untold story that begins in the 1920s, showing how this process of de jure segregation began with explicit
racial zoning, as millions of African Americans moved in a great historical migration from the south to the north. -summer pick by Erin Wu, Research Associate
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates - In a series of essays, written as a letter to his son, Coates
confronts the notion of race in America and how it has shaped American history, many times at the cost of black
bodies and lives. Thoughtfully exploring personal and historical events, from his time at Howard University to the
Civil War, the author poignantly asks and attempts to answer difficult questions that plague modern society. From
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his passionate and deliberate breakdown of the concept of race itself to the importance of the Black Lives Matter
movement, Coates powerfully sums up the terrible history of the subjugation of black people in the United States.
A timely work, this title will resonate with all teens--those who have experienced racism as well as those who have
followed the recent news coverage on violence against people of color. -- summer pick by Allison Dubin,
Research Associate
George Washington’s Secret Six: The Spy Ring that Saved the American Revolution by Brian Kilmeade
and Don Yaeger - When George Washington beat a hasty retreat from New York City in August 1776, many
thought the American Revolution might soon be over. Instead, Washington rallied—thanks in large part to a littleknown, top-secret group called the Culper Spy Ring. He realized that he couldn’t defeat the British with military
might, so he recruited a sophisticated and deeply secretive intelligence network to infiltrate New York. Drawing on
extensive research, Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger have offered fascinating portraits of these spies: a reserved
Quaker merchant, a tavern keeper, a brash young longshoreman, a curmudgeonly Long Island bachelor, a
coffeehouse owner, and a mysterious woman. Long unrecognized, the secret six are finally receiving their due
among the pantheon of American heroes. -- summer pick by Michelle Gutierrez, Research Assistant
We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie - The highly acclaimed, provocative New York
Times bestseller—a personal, eloquently-argued essay, adapted from the much-admired TEDx talk of the same
name—from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, award-winning author of Americanah. Here she offers readers a unique
definition of feminism for the twenty-first century, one rooted in inclusion and awareness. Drawing extensively on
her own experiences and her deep understanding of the often masked realities of sexual politics, here is one
remarkable author’s exploration of what it means to be a woman now—and an of-the-moment rallying cry for why
we should all be feminists. -- summer pick by both Lauren Cenac, Research Associate & Rebecca Shirsat,
Research Assistant
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead - Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award,
the #1 New York Times bestseller from Colson Whitehead, a magnificent tour de force chronicling a young slave's
adventures as she makes a desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. As Whitehead brilliantly recreates the unique terrors for black people in the pre–Civil War era, his narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of
America from the brutal importation of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground
Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one woman’s ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a
shattering, powerful meditation on the history we all share. -- summer pick by Anna Lipton Galbraith, Senior
Research Associate
Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis by J. D. Vance - From a former marine and Yale
Law School graduate, a powerful account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing
look at the struggles of America’s white working class. Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a
culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional,
and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. A deeply moving memoir with its
share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. And it is
an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the American dream for a large segment of this country. -summer pick by Kaeley Benson, Senior Policy Associate
Originals: How Non-Conformists Move the World by Adam Grant - Using surprising studies and stories
spanning business, politics, sports, and entertainment, Grant explores how to recognize a good idea, speak up
without getting silenced, build a coalition of allies, choose the right time to act, and manage fear and doubt; how
parents and teachers can nurture originality in children; and how leaders can build cultures that welcome dissent.
Learn from an entrepreneur who pitches his start-ups by highlighting the reasons not to invest, a woman at Apple
who challenged Steve Jobs from three levels below, an analyst who overturned the rule of secrecy at the CIA, a
billionaire financial wizard who fires employees for failing to criticize him, and a TV executive who didn’t even
work in comedy but saved Seinfeld from the cutting-room floor. The payoff is a set of groundbreaking insights
about rejecting conformity and improving the status quo. -- summer pick by Wendy Gonzales, Communications
Director
The New Urban Crisis: How Our Cities Are Increasing Inequality, Deepening Segregation, and Failing the
Middle Class—and What We Can Do About It by Richard Florida - In recent years, the young, educated, and
affluent have surged back into cities, reversing decades of suburban flight and urban decline. And yet all is not
well, Richard Florida argues in The New Urban Crisis. Florida, one of the first scholars to anticipate this back-tothe-city movement in his groundbreaking The Rise of the Creative Class, demonstrates how the same forces that
power the growth of the world's superstar cities also generate their vexing challenges: gentrification,
unaffordability, segregation, and inequality. A bracingly original work of research and analysis, The New Urban
Crisis offers a compelling diagnosis of our economic ills and a bold prescription for more inclusive cities capable
of ensuring growth and prosperity for all. -- summer pick by Vicky Pridgen, Outreach Program Coordinator
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